Letter to Parents

Dear Parent,

We are excited to share that your child will soon begin a learning unit called HaTikvah: Our Hope for Israel,
developed by The Jewish Education Project. This unit invites learners in 4th or 5th gradé™o explore Israel’s
national anthem, HaTikvah - not just as a song, but as a window into the values, hopes, and complexities of
Israeli society. RN F""”j the corriculum Fer grades 5+C (ﬁ’g/‘/ V'B

Through age-appropriate texts, music, and creative activities, learners will:
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Analyze the meaning of Hear from diverse Israeli Reflect on how
HaTikvah's words and voices—including Jewish HaTikvah speaks to
reflect on their own and Arab citizens—about different people, and
understanding of hope, how they experience national how one song can
home, and identity. symbols and belonging. carry many meanings.
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This kind of learning is developmentally appropriate for upper elementary learners, who are beginning to ask
guestions about fairness, identity, and inclusion. At this age, children are naturally curious and empathetic,
and they are capable of exploring multiple perspectives when guided with care. This unit does not ask
learners to take sides or form fixed political opinions. It invites them to practice listening, thinking, and
imagining what it means to live together in a diverse society.

We recognize that Israel education in a supplementary setting can be both meaningful and complex,
especially as families bring a wide range of perspectives and emotions to this topic. Some hope their children
will feel proud of Israel and deeply connected to the Jewish people. Others may wrestle with how to support
Israel while holding concerns about particular policies or realities. Many are navigating their own questions
and hopes about how children can engage with Israel in a way that is both age-appropriate and honest.

Some parents may worry that difficult topics will feel confusing or disheartening; others may welcome

open discussion. This unit is designed to meet these varied concerns with care and integrity. It affirms the
strong connection Jews around the world feel to Israel, while inviting learners to explore the challenges and
complexities of that connection with empathy and curiosity. Our goal is not to diminish love for Israel, but to
ground itin thoughtful engagement and real understanding.
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